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Hi, we're Will (on the right) and Michael (on
the left)! The Pacific Morthwest and the

Seattle area is where we call home!

Thank you for wanting to learn a little more
about us! We hope that this book lets you see
our story so far.




family of five. | have two sisters - wﬂﬁ“hhww
with her husband - they have three sons and a daughter, My younger sister
Ives in Central Washington with her husband, daughter and two sons.

Growing up, we lived on the river, so spending time outside was something
Mmmhm#mﬂwﬂn wmwummmn

Living in a small town where | knew | was different was never easy. My family raised me with values that | still hold important to this
day. Growing up Latino, family has always a core value for me. Being gay. this has also allowed me to expand my idea of family, to

a much broader view where | have my immediate family and the family | have found over the last couple decades. This includes
many people, but particularly my two best friends that | have know for about 20 years. '
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I grew up in @ suburb |us! outside of Atlanta, Georgla and am the

youngest of a family of five. | have an older sister who is an artist and
lives in Louisiana with her husband, My older brother, his wife and two
kids still live in Georgla - mmhmmm“ﬂwmﬂ
near my parents, We love going back to visit them all!

| was lucky to live close to and go to school with cousins that were close
in age, so family was always very important. We spent most weekends
on the lake with my grandfather and took summer trips to the beach -
with extended family - | developed a love of the water from an early age.







We met in 2013 in Atlanta, Georgia. Michael sent the first
message on OkCupid (does that still exist?) and after
sharing our mutual love for the movie Hocus Pocus, the twe
of us met at Starbucks. Will was a bit hesitant at first,
thinking that Michael was too cute to be real and was fully
expecting to be catfished. Luckily, he wasn't and ironically,
we had our first date at the same Starbucks that Will had
been warhinﬁ at part-time. This made for some comical
teasing from his co-workers, who were watching thiz love
story just begin to unfold. Will told his roammate
immediately after the date, "l met the man | want to marry”

Meedless te say, Michael made a Eund first impression.

The two of us knew early on, we had Found sur "perien” and
wore enguged in 2014, and married each other in 2015
Over the last ten years, we moved cross-country to Palm
Desert, California and then finally sertled down in the
Seattle area. We both love to travel, are bath HUGE Disney

fans, love Ening to the beach, and c&aiins 1uEel|\er at hame

One of the earlier things that we both bonded an was the
importance of [nmi|y. We both came fram families of Five
and shared the same desire to build a [ami|',l of our own, In
2017, we storted to seriously look into this and the different

avenues ;DI" huw we :uu|d start our ‘aml'ﬁ\l’.




In 2018, we received a call to see if we could care for tweo
brothers, We were told it would only be for a few weeks but
could help us “learn” on our journey to parenthood. Those
few weeks ended up turning inte four years with these
amazing boys. During this time, we also had the opportunity
to meet the boys' mother and sisters, who they eventually

moved back in with.

Today, the entire family has become an extension of our
family, We see the boys frequently and spend holidays and
birthdays with their mom and sisters - we feel blessed to

hﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ tl'l.ll"l'ln ﬂ" o ll'n'l"l
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Our home sweet home

We feel incredibly fortunate to live in an area that's a great place for kids to grow up in, but it's also a
great place for a family to go exploring and have weekend adventures. We moved to our home in 2018

and in that time, have become friends with our neighbors and have built a really great sense of

community.

Our home is less than ten minutes away from the Puget Sound waterfront, and minutes away from
great hiking trails. It is probably one of the reasons that anything related to the outdoors has really

encompassed a lot of our past times. We are are also grateful to have friends and family nearby as well.
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Nothing makes us happier than when we can spend time in the kitchen together. Our family loves to watch the TV show "Kids

Baking Championship” so we always try to get everyone involved.

They might not have won a World Series, but we love the Mariners and going to baseball games. There's nothing more fun than

enjoying a game during a sunny day in Seattle (since those can sometimes be few and far between).

oo
We love Fall and Winter in our home because they include Halloween and Christmas! We love to pick out pumpkins from a

local farm and carve them to put out on our porch. We ALWAYS dress up for Halloween. Our Christmas tree goes up on
November 1, and it's filled with ornaments that are special to us (especially if they were made by the boys).

We lave to celebrate birthdays around herel Every year, the birthday VIP gets to pick their "theme” and then we get to work on getting a party
sot up that they will enjoy. Below are some of are faverite memories of celebrating together
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We like to lead our lives through kindness and joy. There are many challenging things going on in the world on any
given day - we want to be sure that our actions are helping to make the lives around us better. We're not perfect
and sometimes this is hard for us as well, but it is the goal that we strive for every day.

As the saying goes, "If you don't have something nice to say, don't say anything at all”. Respect of other people’s
beliefs, cultures, religions, personal and gender identities is a non-negotiable for us, and we like to surround
ourselves with people who feel the same way.

Standing up for others or speaking up when others cannot is another important value for us. Growing up gay, we
were both victims of bullying and discrimination. Fortunately, there were those who came to stand up for us when
we didn't have the courage to do so ourselves. We try to do the same now whenever we can and want our children
to know that it's important for them to do the same.

Will is a first generation college graduate which is something he takes great pride in. We both feel that education is
an incredibly crucial value in our home. We both consider ourselves lifelong learners and try to create spaces within

our home that allow for reflection and focus.

Be happy. Be goofy. Have fun. Life is too short not to laugh and enjoy every moment.
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First and foremost, we want our child to know how much they are loved and
that tl'ley feel safe. The world can be a hard place sometimes, so knnwing that
our home is a safe space for them to be themselves will be very important to
us. We hope that our child will feel the freedom to explore their passions and
interests with the support of their dads and have a zeal for life that also
brings happiness to those around them. We can't wait to also support them as
their "biggest fans" in whatever interests they choose to pursue.

We hope that they get to live a long and healthy life and can look back at their
own life when they are old and that the memories bring nothing but smiles to
their face.




WHY OPEN ADOPTION
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Our dream is that our child will have a complete understanding of their
adoption story and have a relationship with their birth family that helps
propel them into adulthood with no "missing pieces” or unanswered

questions.

We have a genuine hope that we will also be able to have a meaningful
relationship with our child’s birth family; a relationship rooted in trust of
each other, respect and love. We are excited to welcome them into our

family and for this relationship to continue and grow in the years to come.
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"A home isn't always the house we live in. It's also the people

we choose to surround ourselves with.” = T.J. Klune
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