Shawn and Michelle
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Our Story
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After a year of dating, Shawn moved o San

Francisco where we lived for three vears. It's thare
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excited 1o share more gbout oursel/es in

the following pages of this book
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Our Values

on a deeper level and live our lives according to

values and morals.
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Things We Love to Do Together
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DANCING We love dancing, whether at a wedding or just privately in
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MUSIC listened to, ¢ g a fixture in our lives
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Michelle's Story
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Zooling arcund with Barley
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Shawn's Story
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Michelle's Family

Michelle's parents and brother still live outside of Philadelphia and we try 1o
WSl them s offen as we can, Michelle's mother is hard of hearing, so we

gonnect using video .
video call with Michelle's parents and we

fis girliriend, and our niece Hannah a few times o month

~alls so she can reqad our lips, Every week we have a

fry 1o video chot with her brother

e have two goddaughters from Michelle's childhood best friend, who we
Eonsicer our nie

It has been a joy 1o watch all our nieces grow up
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Shawn's Family

shown's mother Dione live

cats 0 her life, Raising shawn, she always

5 in Tucson. She's fluent In Spanish and has always had a lot of ¢

a point to expose the family to many differen

cuttures and traditions

wn's father Denny, stepmother Lesley, and half-brothe e, live on Vashon lsiand, which |
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assistant. He loves games (video and tabletop), movies, anc ypes of nerdy media (Just

like shawn). He will love playin
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Our Close Friends

Exploring Brussels for Shown's birthday A Cubs game with filends fom collegs
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Mot souce eating challenge with fiiends from our running: clut Wine tasting m italky Snow dayl
oing on fun adventures with Hila
Hilzry met af the gym ond are now




Our Home and Community

We love to hast, whether It is dinner parties. game
nights, or griling on the patio in the summer.
Mothing brings us more joy than to fill our house, or
Backyard, with music and laughter. And to provide
our friends and family with a good meal

We chose our North Seaftle home because of the
comrmunity and neighborhood, We appreciate being
walking distance from several parks and our small
downtown sinp of businesses. And we live only a few
rmiles from downtown museums, theaters, and
restaurants.

it backyard has a large patio and several
Or backyard has ge pa G ral
garden beds in which we plant with fruits and
wedetables during the summer. And we have a
tiple harmmmock stand, so multiple folks (and
@nimals) can lounge together,

We have a great group of neighbors, living on a block
that has many children and animals (dogs, cats, and
s ane night

o week and evervone comeas out for a black party

chickens). In the summer, we close the stre

Some of our Mario hamed ar Cur ketubah, the Jewlsh marriage confract, Hanging in our hammaocks in the backyard
that we signed at cur wedding

Cur famity photo wall




Barley and Mash




Dreams for Our Child

Above ':.1” else, we hope _;'1'_11' oL i-I:' will Jl:'.:'l-ﬁ.::

lowed ar uj LI J[::n urlrm By thelr en |IL, farmily

con ion. We hope that they will always know
they send on us, We will do everything ir
our power 50 that they will have a I1-t]p|:;-'-;.e' anc

I'“”':ll 1y life

We will expose our child to many different
cultures and help them see the beaufy and value
in all of them. As they grow up, we will empower
them to explore their Identity, and hope to
endble them to have all -_.-:r;__n}_:-c_'-r'u inities available
to them that they choose. And we hope they
know we will support, ) -:Jrn-rj accept them for
being thelr authentic _t*".

We look ‘:'-ur'--f“lr 1 to sharing our sense of
adventure with them, and delighting as they
bring their unigueness o our home and family
We will celebrate through all of their '“-'"lli-"‘"""')f'!-f}i.
and be by their side through any hardsh

Adoption Aspirations

We come info the open adoption process with
apen hearts and open minds. W y
IBve 1o share with a child and with their birth
farmily.

We recognize That it will noft x_"-l-.r-.-'.".'v-'g e easy, bul
We hope that it will be rewarding for all Invo .”-rj
We look forward to creating o I|. elong relafionship
With our child's birth family that |s built on respect,
honesty, and transparency

Wer look forward 1o welcoming our child's birth
iamily info our lives and co-creafing a
felationship. This is a new experience for us and
Wwe 'will be on this journey together as a team.

We hope that our chi -::i knows that they will be
ioved unconditionally. We willl make sure they
Rniow abouf their heritage and culture, and have
ihe freedom o explore it. They will never guestion
ihat they are wanted and loved




Thank you

Thank you again for faking the time 1o
learn more about us. We hope it helped
give you a better sense of who we are.,
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